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Exam 3
1. Solutions
The decision to file charges - Once an arrest is made, a prosecutor screens the case to determine if it should be prosecuted or dropped.
The decision to dismiss charges – The prosecutor can reduce the charge in exchange for a guilty plea or enter a formal statement by a prosecutor declaring that a case is discontinued. The pitfalls include insufficient evidence, inadmissible evidence, false accusations, and the trivial nature of some crimes
Plea bargaining - is an agreement in which a prosecutor permits a defendant to plead guilty in exchange for a concession, such as reducing the charges or recommending a lenient sentence. It offers the possibilities of a reduced sentence and cheaper legal representation (Levine, 2016). 
.
2. Solution
All matters agreed between the prosecutor and the accused person or his/her legal representative shall be put in writing as the Plea Agreement and signed by both parties. The ODPP Plea Bargaining Guidelines contain a Plea Agreement template. It lighters the sentence, reduces the charges and helps to finish the case (the case is over).it reduces the financial costs of prosecution, improves the efficiency of the courts by having fewer cases go to full trials, and allows the prosecution to devote its resources to the more serious cases (Kutateladze & Johnson, 2016).

3. Solution
Mitigating factors:
Lack of a prior criminal record.
Minor role in the offense.
Culpability of the victim
Aggravating Factors:
Repeat Offenses - A court may impose a harsher penalty on a defendant with multiple prior convictions.
Hate Crimes -Some states have enacted laws that allow sentencing enhancements if the state proves that the defendant was motivated by bias or animus based on a group characteristic.
Mandatory Minimum Sentencing - For certain offenses, the circumstances of the case may trigger laws that remove a court’s discretion to adjust a sentence downward (West & Miller, 2018). 
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